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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of the Report & Brief Description of the Development 

CC GEOTECHNICAL LIMITED (CCG) is providing consultancy services to WW DEVELOPMENTS in connection with the proposed redevelopment of land 

off St George Road, Abergele, Abergele, Conwy, Wales, LL22 9AR. 

 

It is understood that the site is to be partially redeveloped for residential use by the construction of 54nr residential properties, constructed in 

traditional brick elevations under pitched roofing materials together with associated newly created hard paved access / egress roadway, off- 

road car parking facilities and front and rear private gardens. 

The existing and proposed layout of the site is as annotated on KDP ARCHITECTS architectural drawings contained herein. 

The proposed redevelopment falls within the administrative jurisdiction of CONWY COUNTY BROUGH COUNCIL. 

This Phase I Habitat survey report was required to assess the potential effects of the development on the ecological value of the land proposed 

for the development and on wildlife habitats in surrounding areas. 

1.2 Survey Constraints 

The comprehensiveness of an ecological assessment may be limited by the season in which a survey is undertaken. To confirm the presence 

and/or absence of all protected species at sites exhibiting potentially suitable habitats, may require multiple visits at suitable times of the year. 

The visit made to this site focussed on assessing the potential of the site to support species given protection under British and/or European 

Law. Furthermore, the survey was carried out when the full spectrum of plant life would not be evident, since some plant species had passed 

their flowering period, and others were yet to come into flower, and hence a full vegetation assessment could not be completed. 

1.3 Site Details 

The site comprises an irregularly shaped parcel of land located to the south of public pavement extending along Ffordd y Berth, off St Georges 

Road, Abergele, Conwy, North Wales, L22 9AR as illustrated on CCG Drawing No. CCG-C-23-14228-1 contained herein. 

The ORDNANCE SURVEY coordinates for the approximate site centre are 295312, 376701. The approximate site centre stands at an approximate 

elevation of c.35maOrdnance Datum. 

1.4 Site Description 
 

The site was visited during September 2023 on completion of a review of all relevant environmental data (provided in Appendix B). 

Photographs taken at the time of the site visit are presented in Appendix C. 

 

It was observed that the site is situated within a mixed residential / rural context. It comprises an irregular shaped parcel of land which extends 

to the approximate dimensions of c. 250m x 173m (c/ 27882m2) its long axis being on a north ς south alignment. It is bound to the north by 

Gainsborough House - Gate House and associated well-maintained gardens, and to the east by private gardens associated with residential 

properties fronting on to Ffordd y Berth. Its boundaries to the west and south are adjoined by dense deciduous woodland species and 

associated understorey associated with a restored ancient woodland habitat, beyond which lies extensive parcel of agricultural land. 

 

The surface topography across the site was seen to rise to the south from around c. 31mmOD at its northern boundary to c. 43maOD in the 

south with surface cover generally comprising a species poor, well-maintained grassed lawns with mixed perennial herbs. 

 

It was observed that a large rectangular section of the above referenced lawn located within the northern section of the site had been reduced 

by c. 200mm below existing site levels, with surface cover comprising bare earth, with a long narrow section of the lawn being reduced to 

allow for the future construction access /  egress roadways. 

 

As shown in the appended photographs, also located within the lawned area is a large circular depression which is understood to be a former 

on-site pond. 

 

Large mounds (3nr) of partially vegetated building debris and excavated earth were seen to be stockpiled with western / southwestern section 

  of the site.  
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Work associated with the creation of new areas of soft and raised landscaping immediately to the rear of the existing 3-storey mansion house 

was being undertaken at the time of undertaking a walkover survey of the site. 

 

2.0 PLANNING CONTEXT 

Planning guidance in relation to prospective ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ ƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ 

όнллнΦнύ ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ (2023) and ΨConwy Local Development Plan 2007 ς нлннΩ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦ Lƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩ (NPPF) 

(2023). 

3.0 LEGISLATION 

3.1 Introduction 

The planning and legislative context applicable to ecological considerations of site development in Wales is summarised hereunder. This is 

provided as general advice only and does not relate specifically to the site being assessed. 

3.2 National Planning Policy 

Lƴ ²ŀƭŜǎΣ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Technical Advice Note 5: Nature 

Conservation and Planning (TAN 5) which supplements the land use policy document Planning Policy Wales. TAN 5 provides advice about how 

the land use planning system should contribute to protecting and enhancing statutory and non-statutory sites of biodiversity and/or geological 

conservation value, as well as species protection and biodiversity conservation in the wider environment. To achieve this, it demonstrates how 

local planning authorities, developers and key stakeholders in conservation can work together to deliver more sustainable development that 

does not result in losses of the natural heritage, but instead takes every opportunity to enhance it. 

TAN 5 also states that the presence of a protected species is άΧ a material consideration when a planning authority is considering a 

development proposal which, if carried out, would be likely to result in harm to the species or its habitatέΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ŀ 

protected species, adequate mitigation must be proposed prior to planning permission being granted. 

All public authorities have a requirement to pay due regard to the conservation and enhancement of habitats and species through Section 40 

of the Natural Environment and wǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ нллс όb9w/ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άEvery public authority must, in exercising its functions, 

have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversityέΦ To this end, Section 

пн ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b9w/ !Ŏǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ άǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƛƳportance for the 

conservation of biological diversity in ²ŀƭŜǎέΦ 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ, as amended. Under 

Section 1(1) and 1(2), all British bird species, their nests, and eggs (excluding some pest and game species) are protected from intentional 

killing, injury, or damage. Under Sections 1(4) and 1(5), special penalties are applied to bird species included on Schedule 1 of the Act, and 

protection is extended for these species to disturbance to birds whilst building, in or near a nest and disturbance to dependant young. Section 

9(4)(a) prohibits the damage, destruction, or obstruction of access to any structure or place which any wild mammal listed on Schedule 5 uses 

for shelter or protection, and Section 9(4)(b) prohibits the disturbance of any such mammal while it is occupying a structure or place which it 

uses for that purpose. 

The Protection ƻŦ ΨBadgers Act мффнΩ, as amended, provides protection to badgers Meles meles and their setts 

 
A number of animals, known as European protected species (EPS), are afforded full protection through inclusion on Schedule 2 ƻŦ ΨThe 

/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ нлмлΩ, as amended. The Regulations provide protection against deliberate disturbance to 

those animals wherever they are present and provides tests against which the permission for a development that may have an effect on a 

Schedule 2 protected species must be assessed before permission can be given. 

In ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !ŎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨIŀōƛǘŀǘǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ also set out requirements/procedures for the 

notification, designation, and protection of specific localities in order to preserve important nature conservation resources. 
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3.3 UK Post 2010 Biodiversity Framework 

¢ƘŜ ΨUK Post-2010 Biodiversity CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩ (JNCC and DEFRA, 2012), published in July 2012, sets out a framework of priorities for UK-level 

work for the Convention on Biological Diversity, to which the UK is a signatory. Covering the period 2011-2020, this framework replaces the 

original UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP, 2004) system, and now the work is focussed on the separate countries (England, Scotland, 

Northern Ireland, and Wales). 

The overall aim remains to protect a number of rare species and habitats and reverse the declines of more widespread but declining species 

and habitats, and so currently many of the species and habitats in the UK BAP still form the basis of the biodiversity work carried out in the 

devolved countries. 

In addition to the species on the UK BAP, BAPs have been devolved to local levels (LBAPs). Under the NERC Act, the Welsh government, and 

public bodies, including planning authorities, have a duty to have due regard to the purpose of conserving biodiversity, so it remains good 

practice for BAP and LBAP species and habitats to be taken into consideration in the planning of a development scheme. 

3.4 Local Planning Policy 

The local planning authority relevant to the site, DENBIGHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL, has a duty to consider the conservation of biodiversity when 

determining a planning application. This includes having regard to the safeguard of species protected under the law and also sites designated 

for their wildlife or geological importance and a range of other important species and natural features. 

4.0 METHODOLOGY OF PREPARATION OF PHASE I HABITAT SURVEY REPORT 

4.1 Approach & Limitations 

A Phase I Habitat Survey is a means of identifying specific features of a site and in relation to their suitability for protected species to inhabit 

these locations. The report may make recommendations for further survey work and, if appropriate, for mitigation measures to be 

implemented. 

The Phase I Habitat Survey is a standard technique for classifying and mapping British habitats. The Phase I Habitat Survey is a standard 

method of survey, widely adopted as the basis of ecological assessments (the JOINT NATURE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE - JNCC, 2010). The primary 

aim of such survey is to provide a record of habitats that are likely to be of ecological importance on site. A colour coded alphanumerical 

habitat map (presented herein) is prepared for the site to show the locations of habitats observed within the vicinity of the site and its 

environs. 

A Phase I Habitat Survey is not intended to provide a comprehensive list of species or provide national vegetation classifications (NVC). 

However, detailed descriptions of observed flora and fauna are presented in table format, as presented hereunder, and other valuable 

ecological components (e.g., protected and/or invasive species potential), if encountered, are discussed hereunder. 

The Phase 1 Habitat Survey Report was prepared on the basis of there may be a potential for 2nr phases of work. An initial desk study was 

undertaken, followed by a field study / investigation. These phases are discussed in detail hereunder. 

It must be borne in mind that desk study data is not exhaustive and is intended mainly to set a context for the study. It is therefore possible 

that protected species not identified during the data search do in fact occur within the 1km radius of the site. 

4.2 Desk Study 

The desk study involved a search of all freely available reference materials relating to ecology within the vicinity of the proposed development 

site. This included a review of the UK Biodiversity Actions Plan (UKBAP; UK Biodiversity Steering Group 1998a-f, Biodiversity Reporting, and 

Information Group 2007), CONWY COUNTY COUNCIL [ƻŎŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴǎ ό[.!tΩǎύ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ DENBIGHSHIRE COUNTY 

COUNCIL Natural Assets Strategy (2007-2012), the Denbighshire CC Unitary Development Plan (UDP: 2005) and DENBIGHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

ΨInfrastructure tƭŀƴΣ нлмп wŜǾƛŜǿΩ. 

Information pertaining to statuary and non-statuary sites and notable species was gathered from internet sources such as the National 

Biodiversity Network (NBN), Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC), Live Search and Nature on the Map, and 

procured environmental data COFNOD ΨLocal Environmental Records Centre for North ²ŀƭŜǎΩ centred on the site (presented in Appendix B). 
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A search was made for statuary designated ecological sites (those which are protected under national and international legislations) and non- 

statuary designated (those which are important at a local scale) within a 1km radius of the subject site. Additional searches were also made for 

records of notifiable species within the same 1km radius. 

The results of the Desk Study are discussed in Section 5.0 hereunder. 

 
4.3 Field Survey 

The findings of the desk study may have provided guidance in the planning of the field survey, but notwithstanding these findings, good 

practice required that a field survey be undertaken. 

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ мпƴǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘƛǎh Ecological Society, 

as employed by CCG. 

During the survey, the presence, or potential presence of protective species was also recorded as were the presence of any native and non- 

native invasive plant species. Incidental observations of birds and mammals were also made during the habitat survey and are tabulated in 

Section 7.0 hereunder. 

5.0 DESK STUDY RESULTS 

5.1 Introduction 

From the information assembled from the above-mentioned sources, the relative ecological data was reviewed, and the results of the reviews 

for the site and surroundings are as summarised hereunder. 

5.2 Designated Conservation Sites 

9nr sites of local and national biological interest were identified within 1km radius of the site, these being: 

 
1. Restored Ancient Woodland Site immediately adjoining the western site boundary 

2. Ancient Semi Natural Woodland c. 223m southwest of the study site 

3. Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site c. 419m southwest of the study site 

4. Restored Ancient Woodland Site 460m southeast of the study site 

5. Ancient Semi Natural Woodland 585m southeast of the study site 

6. Ancient Semi Natural Woodland 762m southwest of the study site 

7. Restored Ancient Woodland Site 784m southeast of the study site 

8. Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site 916m southwest of the study site 

9. Plantation on Ancient Woodland Site c.966m southwest of the study site 

 
5.3 Biodiversity Action Plan 

Following the Convention on Biological Diversity (1992), the UK Biodiversity Action Plan was published in 1994 to guide national strategy for 

the conservation of biodiversity through Species Action Plans (SAPs) and Habitat Action Plans (HAPs), which met conservation targets and 

objectives. Most areas now possess a Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) to complement the national strategy where priority habitats and 

species are identified, and targets set for their conservation. BAPs are the key nature conservation initiative in the UK, working at national, 

regional, and local levels. 

The Natural Resources Wales contains numerous Habitat Action Plans and Species Action Plans. The following are considered pertinent to the 

site and adjacent areas: 

5.4 Protective Species (UK .!tΩǎ /  and/or [!.!tΩǎύ 

Below is a list of Protected Species found in Denbighshire 
 

¶ Great crested newt 

¶ Bats (all species) 

¶ Otter 

¶ Dormouse 



CC GEOTECHNICAL LTD. 
CCG-C-23-14228 

Page 5 of 19 Phase I Habitat Report 
Gainsbourgh House, St. george, Aberegele, LL22 

 

 

¶ Sand lizard 

¶ Natterjack toad 

¶ Floating leaved plantain (Luronium natans) 

¶ Water vole 

¶ Red squirrel 

¶ Pine martin 

¶ All reptiles (i.e., slow worm, adder, common lizard, palmate newt, smooth newt) 

¶ Barn owl 

¶ All nesting birds 

¶ Badger 

¶ Deer 

 
5.4.1 European Protected Species 

¶ Great crested newt 

¶ Bats 

¶ Otter 

¶ Dormouse 

¶ Sand lizard 

¶ Natterjack toad 

 
European protected species (EPS) are protected under regulation 41 of the ΨConservation of Habitats and Species Regulations нлмлΩ (as 

amended) and Section 9 of ǘƘŜ ΨWildlife and Countryside Act мфумΩ (as amended). Under these pieces of legislation, it is an offence to: 

¶ Intentionally kill, take, or injure an EPS; 

¶ Damage, destroy or obstruct a place used for breeding, resting, shelter or protection (whether they are present or not) or to 

disturb an EPS in such a place; 

¶ Possess or control an EPS, alive or dead, or any part of them, or anything derived from them; 

¶ Sell, offer for sale, advertise for sale, or offer to buy an EPS, or a part of them or anything derived from them; 

¶ Deliberately disturb or deliberately take or destroy the eggs of an EPS (e.g., great crested newt) 

 
Offences under Section 9 carry a maximum penalty of a fine up to £5,000, imprisonment for up to six months, or both, for each animal in 

respect of which an offence is committed. 

Licences can be issued in order to allow activities that would constitute an offence under the legislation. These are issued for specific purposes 

including scientific study, photography, conservation management and development. 

 

Licences can be issued in order to allow activities that would constitute an offence under the legislation. These are issued for specific purposes 

including scientific study, photography, conservation management and development. 

 

5.4.2 Water Voles 

Water voles and their habitats are afforded protection under Section 9 of the ΨWildlife and Countryside Act мфумΩ (as amended). Under the 

legislation it is an offence to: 

¶ Intentionally kill, injure, or take (capture) a water vole; 

¶ Possess or control a live or dead water vole, or any part of a water vole or anything derived from a water vole; 

¶ Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place which a water vole uses for shelter or 

protection; 

¶ Intentionally or recklessly disturb a water vole while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection; 
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¶ Sell, offer, or expose for sale, or have in ƻƴŜΩǎ possession or transport for the purpose of sale, any live or dead water voles, or 

any part of a water vole or anything derived from a water vole; 

¶ Publish any advertisement, or cause any advertisement to be published, which is likely to be understood as conveying that a 

person buys or sells, or intends to buy or sell, any of the above things. 

Offences under Section 9 carry a maximum penalty of a fine up to £5,000, imprisonment for up to six months, or both, for each animal in 

respect of which an offence is committed. 

5.4.3 Red Squirrel 

Red squirrels and their habitat are also protected under Section 9 of the ΨWildlife and Countryside Act мфумΩ (as amended). Under the 

legislation is an offence to: 

¶ Intentionally kill, injure, or take (capture) a red squirrel; 

¶ Intentionally or recklessly damage or destroy any structure or place a red squirrel uses for shelter or protection or disturb a red 

squirrel while it is occupying such a place; 

¶ Possess a dead or live wild red squirrel, or any part of a red squirrel, unless you can show that the animal was taken legally; 

¶ Sell, or offer for sale, a wild red squirrel, or any part of a wild red squirrel. 

 
Under Section 11 of the Act, it is also illegal to: 

 
¶ Set in place a trap, snare, electrical device for killing or stunning or any poisonous, poisoned, or stupefying substance; use a 

decoy, gas, or smoke, bows or crossbows, explosives, automatic weapons, or mechanically propelled vehicles which are of such 

a nature and so placed as to be calculated to cause bodily injury to a red squirrel. 

Offences under Section 9 carry a maximum penalty of a fine up to £5,000, imprisonment for up to six months, or both, for each animal in 

respect of which an offence is committed. 

5.4.4 Bird Species 

All wild birds, their eggs and nests are protected under Section 1 of the ΨWildlife and Countryside act мфумΩ (as amended). In addition, certain 

species receive additional protection under Schedule 1 of the act due to their rarity. Under the act it is an offence to: 

¶ Intentionally kill, injure, take, or possess any wild bird ς even to ring them 

¶ Use cruel or indiscriminate methods of killing or capturing wild birds; 

¶ Take, damage, or destroy any occupied wild ōƛǊŘΩǎ nest or eggs. (Osprey nests are protected throughout the year); 

¶ Sell or show in a competition any live wild bird (this does not apply to certain species if bred in captivity and ringed); 

¶ Sell any dead wild bird (apart from some sporting birds in season); 

¶ Sell the eggs of any British species of wild bird; 

¶ Intentionally or recklessly disturb any specially protected wild bird (Schedule 1) while it is building a nest, nesting, or disturb its 

dependant young. 

Exceptions to these offences can occur where a bird is sick or injured. It can be taken in order to treat it with the intention of releasing it when 

fit  or to kill it if is so badly injured that it will not recover. Also, where an offence is an unintentional result of a lawful operation which could 

not be reasonably avoided. 

Notwithstanding the above, certain birds can be taken or killed outside of the closed season (see Protected Species in Denbighshire 5 Version 

1: August 2014 for full listing). 

Licences can also be issued by the Welsh Government that allows for the killing or taking of certain birds, their nests and their young in order 

to prevent serious damage to agriculture, or to preserve public health or safety, or to conserve wild birds (see Protected Species in 

Denbighshire 5 Version 1: August 2014 for full listing). 
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Licences can also be obtained from NRW to carry out activities that would otherwise be illegal including disturbing birds for scientific study, 

photography, conservation management and preventing damage to crops and property. 

 

With regards birds which are specifically protected at all times, please see Protected Species in Denbighshire 5 Version 1: August 2014 for full 

listing. 

5.4.5 Reptiles 

!ƭƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǊŜǇǘƛƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended). 

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ƭƛȊŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǎƴŀƪŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ пм ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨConservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

нлмлΩ (as amended) ς see above (Note: smooth snake is not present in Denbighshire). 

Exceptions to these offences are possible where an animal is sick or injured and has been taken in order to tend to it with the intention of 

releasing it when fit or where it is killed as an act of mercy because of serious injury or illness or where the killing is an unavoidable and 

unintentional result of a lawful action. 

5.4.6 Amphibians 

!ƭƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛŀƴ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎŀƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended). The great crested newt 

is afforded higher protection under Regulation 41 of the ΨConservation of Habitats and Species Regulations нлмлΩ (as amended). 

5.4.7 Badger 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀŘƎŜǊǎ !Ŏǘ мффн ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ с ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended). The 

legislation affords badgers protection against deliberate harm or injury making it an offence to: 

 

¶ Wilfully kill, injure, or take or attempt to kill, injure, or take a badger; 

¶ Have possession or control of any dead badger or any part of a dead badger; 

¶ Cruelly ill-treat a badger, use badger tongs, dig for a badger, or use small calibre firearms to kill or take a badger; 

¶ Sell or offer to sell a live badger; 

¶ Interfere with a sett by damaging or destroying it; 

¶ Obstruct access to, or entrance of, a badger set 

¶ Disturb a badger whilst it is occupying a sett; 

¶ Have a live badger in your possession or control; 

¶ Mark or attach any device to a badger. 

 
Exceptions to these offences are possible where a disabled badger had been taken in order to tend to it, where a badger is killed as an act of 

mercy because of serious injury or illness or where the killing is an unavoidable and unintentional result of a lawful action. 

 

Penalties for offences include fines of up to £5,000, plus up to six months imprisonment for each illegal sett interference, badger injury or 

death. 

Works that disturb badgers whilst they are occupying a sett are illegal without a licence. Disturbance can occur even without direct 

interference or damage to the sett in question. In general, the following activities are likely to require a licence: 

¶ Use of heavy machinery or significant earth moving within 30m of a sett; 

¶ Use of lighter machinery (usually any wheeled vehicles) within 20m of a sett; 

¶ Any digging, chain saw use or scrub clearance within 10m of a sett 

 
5.4.8 Fish 

/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended). Further laws cover 

game fish such as salmon, sea trout, trout and grayling, and coarse fish. Under these laws it is an offence to: 

¶ Steal these fish; 

¶ Remove game fish from stocked waters 
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Other offences such as poaching, are identified in both the ΨSalmon and Freshwater Fisheries !ŎǘΩ and The ΨSalmon Act and the Theft ActΩΦ 

 
! ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended) is presented in Protected 

Species in Denbighshire 5 Version 1: August 2014. 

5.4.9 Deer 

Wild deer are ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфсоΩ (amended by the Deer Act 1991). This prohibits the taking or killing of deer listed on the 

appropriate Schedule during the close season for that species, unless it is done for the purpose of preventing the suffering of an injured or 

diseased deer or to prevent damage to crops, vegetables, fruit, growing timber, or any other property of land. These actions can only be 

carried out by authorised persons or by persons who have the consent of the landowner or occupier to enter the land. The taking or killing of 

deer in the first hour after sunset and the last hour before sunrise is prohibited, as are certain methods of taking or killing, these include the 

use of traps, snares, poison and stupefying bait or nets. Certain weapons for the killing or taking of deer are prohibited, namely arrows, spears 

or any firearm or ammunition listed in the appropriate Schedule. A person will not have committed an offence if the weapon is used to 

prevent the suffering of an injured or diseased deer. The acts prohibited by the legislation can be authorised by a licence issued by the 

appropriate authority 

5.4.10 Wild Plants 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мо ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended) prohibits any person from intentionally picking, uprooting, or destroying 

wild plants which are listed in Schedule 8, and it is an offence to sell such wild plants. The legislation also prohibits the uprooting of wild plants 

not listed on the Schedule, unless the uprooting is carried out by the owner or occupier of the land on which the plant is growing, or by 

someone having their permission to do so, or unless the action is authorised in writing by the appropriate local authority, although such 

authorisation does not confer a right of entry to the land. 

The uprooting, picking, or damaging of protected plants may be permitted under licence for purposes of science, education, conservation, and 

photography, or to preserve public health or safety, or to prevent the spread of disease, or for the purpose of preventing serious damage to 

livestock, crops, growing timber or other form of property, or fisheries. The sale of such plants may also be permitted under licence, which 

must be obtained by the appropriate authority. 

European legislation also protects certain species and whilst there are no additions to those listed in the Wildlife and Countryside Act, the 

collecting or cutting of certain wild plants, in addition to the picking, uprooting, destroying, selling, or transporting of such wild plants is also 

prohibited. 

5.4.11 Invasive Non-Native Species 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мп ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended) deals with offences relating to the introduction of invasive non-native 

species (INNS) listed in Schedule 9 of the Act. Under the legislation it is an offence to: 

¶ Sell, offer, or expose for sale; or have in possession or transport for the purposes of sale any animal or plant listed in Schedule 9 

or anything from which such an animal or plant can be reproduced or propagated; 

¶ Publish or cause to be published any advertisement likely to be understood as conveying that a person buys or sells or intends 

to buy or sell any animal or plant listed in Schedule 9 of the act or anything from which such and animal or plant can be 

reproduced or propagated; 

¶ Release or allow to escape into the wild any animal which is of a kind which is not ordinarily resident in, and is not a regular 

visitor to, Great Britain in a wild state; or is included in Schedule 9. 

¶ Plant or otherwise cause to grow in the wild any plant which is included in Schedule 9. 

 
5.4.12 Other Protective Species 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ мфумΩ (as amended) and the 

Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ нлмлΩ (as amended). These include many species of butterfly and moth, beetles, spiders, and 

many marine invertebrates. This means generally it is an offence to intentionally cause unnecessary suffering to them. 
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5.5 List of Wildlife Sites within 1km 

Below is a list of Wildlife Sites within, or within 1km radius of, the site 

 
¶ Pwll Tan-y-bryn (Standing water), located within the northern section of the site (dry pond area) 

¶ Ffrodd Lass [candidate site] (Mixed woodland) c. 216m south of the site 

¶ The Warren [candidate site] ( Calcareous grassland) c. 419m southeast of the site 

¶ Coed y Geufrn [candidate site] (Coniferous woodland) c.443m southeast of the site 

¶ Bryn Plas Uchaf [candidate site] (Calcareous grassland; broadleaved woodland) c. 582m southwest of the site 

¶ St Georges Well (Standing water) c. 627m east of the site 

¶ Abergele Grazing Marsh [candidate site] c.656m north/northeast of the site 

¶ Fferam Ffordd Las Back [candidate site] (Calcareous grassland; scrub) c. 680m south of the site 

 
5.6 List of Recorded Species within, or within 1km radius of, the site 

Below is a list of species etc. recorded within, or within 1km radius of, the site 

 

¶ Badger, 7nr sighting within a 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 641m north of the study site 

¶ Barn owl, 1nr sighting c. 1039m east of the study site 

¶ Bats, 3nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 794m north of the study site 

¶ Black-headed gull, 5nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 777m northeast of the site 

¶ Bluebell, there are 5nr sighting within a 1km radius of the site with the nearest recording being c. 307m southeast of the 

site 

¶ Brambling, there is 1nr record pertaining to this species, with this being c. 1111m northwest of the site 

¶ Brown long eared bat, there are 2nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being along the 

eastern site boundary, and a second being 25m east of the site boundary 

¶ Bullfinch, there are 3nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site with the nearest sightly being c. 777m northwest of the site 

¶ Common frog, there is 1nr record pertaining to the common frog, with this sighting being c. 704m northwest of the site 

¶ Common pipistrelle, Ullet road there is 1nr record pertaining to the common pipistrelle within a 1km radius of the site, this 

being c. 375m northwest of the site 

¶ Curlew, there are 3nr records relating to the presence of cerlews within a 1km radius of the site, the nearest being c. 307m 

south of the site 

¶ Dunnock, there are 7nr sightings of the dunnock within a 1km radius of the site, the neasrest sighting being c. 307m south 

of the site 

¶ Fieldfare, there is 1nr recorded sighting of the fieldfare within a 1km radius of the site, this being c. 851m west of the site 

¶ Fly orchid, there are 3nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site, the nearest being c. 851m west of the site 

¶ Hedgehogs, there are 11nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site, the nearest being c. 673m west of the site 

¶ Herring gulls, there are 6nr sightings within a 1km radius of the site, the nearest being c. 307, south of the site 

¶ Hoopoe, there is 1nr sighting associated with this bird, this being c. 1111m northwest of the site 

¶ House sparrow, there are 6nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 307m south of the 

site 

¶ Kestrel, there are 3nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 718m north of the site 

¶ Lapwings, there are 4nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 307m south of the site 

¶ Linnet, there are 2nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 307m south of the site 

¶ Noctule bat, there is 1nr record pertaining to the presence of Noctule bats, this being c. 375m north of the site 

¶ Otter, there is 1nr record pertaining to the presence of otters, this being c. 1111m northwest of the site 

¶ Peregrines, there are 3nr sightings within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 777m north of the site 
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¶ Pipistrelle bat species, there are 2nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being within the 

eastern section of the site 

¶ Polecats, there are 3nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 505m northeast of the site 

¶ Red kites, there are 3nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 696m northwest of the site 

¶ Redwings, there are 3nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 851m west of the site 

¶ Reed buntings, there are 2nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 777m northeast of the 

site 

¶ Skylarks, there are 5nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 307m south of the site 

¶ Smooth newts, there is 1nr sighting within 1km radius of the site, this being c. 704m northwest of the site 

¶ Song thrush, there is 6nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c 777m north of the site 

¶ Soprano pipistrelle, there is 1nr sighting within 1km radius of the site, this being c. 375m north of the site 

¶ Starlings, there are 6nr sighting within 1km radius of the site with the nearest sighting being c. 307m south of the site 

¶ Yellow hammer, there is 1nr sighting within a 1km radius of the site this being c. 777m northeast of the site 

 
Ψ 

6.0 FIELD SURVEY RESULTS 

6.1 Introduction 

The field survey was undertaken during September 2023, when many British wildflowers have surpassed their flowering period. 

 
Weather conditions at the time of undertaking the survey comprised clear skies, a light breeze with ambient temperature being in the order of 

19-200. 

The results of the survey are presented hereunder. Photographs taken during the survey are presented in Appendix C. 

 
An annotated (alphanumerical) habitat map is presented in Appendix A. This drawing illustrates the locations of all habitat types recorded 

within the specified search parameter of the development site, which incorporates a 1km buffer zone extending out from the approximate site 

centre for visual representation. 

6.2 Observed Habitats on Site 

At the time of the site visit habitats observed within the site boundary and its immediate environs comprised the following: 

 
¶ The Site 

¶ Species Poor Lawns Amenity Grass (T1) 

¶ Gravel, Locally Partially Vegetated (T2) 

¶ Tall Ruderal Species and Dense Scrub Margins(T3) 

¶ Hedges - Mixed Deciduous /  Evergreen Woodland Species (T4) 

¶ Earth /  Building Debris Mounds (T5) 

Ψ¢Ω prefix denoting to location on appended habitat plan 

6.3 The Site & Habitats 

The site comprises an irregular shaped parcel of land located to the south of public pavements extending Along St. George Road. It extends to 

the approximate dimensions of c. 250m x 173m (c/ 27882m2) its long axis being on a north ς south alignment. it is bound to the north by 

Gainsborough House - Gate House and associated well-maintained gardens, and to the east by private gardens associated with residential 

properties fronting on to Ffordd y Berth. Its boundaries to the west and south are adjoined by dense deciduous woodland species and 

associated understorey, beyond which lies extensive parcel of agricultural land. 

6.3.1 Maintained Lawns /  Amenity Area (T1) 

An irregular shaped parcel of amenity species poor grassland equating to c. 6173m2, located to the front of the property is dominated by 

dominated by Annual meadow-grass (Poa annua) and Perennial rye-grass (Lolium perenne) with strands of Red fescue (Festuca rubra) Rough 

meadow grass (P. trivialis), around the uncut periphery with the grass sward accommodating occasional small pockets perennial herb species 

consisting of Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), White Clover (Trifolium repens) and Common Sorrel 
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(Rumex acetosa) and Common Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) with occasional semi-mature deciduous species consisting of Apple (Malus 

ssp.) and Pine (Pinus ssp.). 

Located within the northern section of the lawn is a depression which is the area of the designated wild life site (standing water). 

No native and/or non-native plant species were observed within this habitat. 

6.3.2 Gravel, Locally Partially Vegetated (T2) 
 

Areas of partially vegetated bare earth and/or gravel are generally associated with the construction of a replacement access /  egress 

pathways, and areas to the east and west of the existing manor house. 

 

Species accommodating the gravelled areas include mixed perennial grasses and herbs including Rough meadow grass (P. trivialis) Cock's-foot 

(Dactylis glomerata) and localised pockets of Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), Rosebay Willowherb 

(Chamerion angustifolium), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), Common Ragwort (Senecio 

jacobaea), and Common sorrel (Rumex acetosa)) with rare small pockets consisting of Purple-Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Scarlet Pimpernel 

(Anagallis arvensis), Purple Toadflax (Linaria purpurea) Yellow Wort (Blackstonia perfoliate), and Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia). 

 

No native and/or non-native plant species were observed within this habitat. 

 
6.3.3 Tall Ruderal /  Dense Scrub (T3) 

 

Land forming the southern and southwestern and western boundaries are dominated by dense scrub and tall ruderal species with thick 

patches of perennial grass where species comprise Annual meadow grass (Poa annua), Red fescue (Festuca rubraύ {ƘŜŜǇΩǎ ŦŜǎŎǳŜ όF. ovina), 

Rough meadow grass (P. trivialis), and Cock's-foot (Dactylis glomerata) localised pockets of Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) accommodating 

mixed tall ruderal species and sedges ((i.e. Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), White Clover (Trifolium repens), Dandelion (Taraxacum 

officinale), Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Hedge Bindweed (Calystegia sepium), Common Sorrel 

(Rumex acetosa)), with pockets of Harts Tongue fern (Asplenium scolopendrium) Bramble (Rubus fruticosus) and Bracken (Pteridium 

aquilinum) and pockets of Elder (Sambucus nigra) and Buddleia (Buddleia Davidii). 

 

No native and/or non-native plant species were observed within this habitat. 

 
6.3.4 Hedges - Mixed Deciduous /  Evergreen Woodland Species (T4) 

 

The southern and western site boundaries are delineated by dense, locally sparse pockets of mixed deciduous woodland species associated 

with the adjacent restored ancient woodland habitat. 

 

Dominant species associated with this habitat include mature, semi-mature stands of Elm (Ulmus glabra), Oak (Quercus robur), Sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplatanus), Yew (Taxus baccata), Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), Large Leaf Lime (Tilia platyphyllos), and ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior), with 1nr single mature white poplar (Populus alba) located at the northern site boundary. Its understorey was seen to comprise 

mixed perennial grasses, Common Sedge (Carex nigra.), dense Bramble (Rubus fruticosus), Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), Common Nettles 

(Urtica dioica),  and Dogs Mercury (Mercurialis perennis). 

 

Located within a pathway eroded pathway cutting through the restored ancient woodland consisting of soft dark brown sediments which 

contain numerous mammal footprints. Anecdotal evidence provided by the Client suggest that a number of Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus) 

frequent the site and therefore it is assumed that these prints are associated with this species. 

 

No native and/or non-native plant species were observed within this habitat. 

 
6.3.5 Bare Earth /  Earth /  Building Debris Mounds (T5) 

 

Located within the western section of the site are a series of partially vegetated mounds constructed of excavated earth and building debris. 

As shown in the appended photographs, the dominant herb species consist of mixed perennial grasses with dense clumps of Creeping thistle 

(Cirsium arvense), Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Common Nettles (Urtica dioica), Hedge Bindweed (Calystegia sepium), Broad Leaf 
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Dock (Rumex obtusifolius), with isolated pockets of Black Nightshade (Solanum nigrum) and Purple Toad Flax (Linaria purpurea) and Scarlet 

Pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis). 

 

Located within the hard backed sediments are numerous mammal footprints, again it is assumed that these prints are associated with the 

aforementioned Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus). 

 

No native and/or non-native plant species were observed within these habitats. 

 
6.3.6 Summary of Habitats Present 

 
Habitats observed within and immediately adjoining the site, comprises the following: 

 
Table 1: Habitats Present Within Site Boundary 

 

HABITAT TYPE 
UK 

BAP? 
LBAP? 

WILL HABITAT 
BE IMPACTED? 

IS HABITAT A NOTABLE 
CONSIDERATION? 

Amenity Lawns No No Yes No 

Locally Partially Vegetated Gravel No No Yes No 

Tall Ruderal Species /Scrub No No Yes Yes 

Deciduous Woodland Species Yes Y No Yes 

Bare Earth* /  Earth /  Building Debris Mounds No No Yes No 

*Included in the Ψ¦Ǌōŀƴ Wasteland Habitat Action tƭŀƴΩ 

Given that similar habitats are located within the surrounding area; it is considered that the site is of poor ecological importance. 

 
7.0 Fauna & Flora Observations 

Various types of fauna and flora were observed within and adjoining the site boundary during the site visit. A comprehensive list of species 

observed within the site boundary is presented hereunder: 

 

Table 2: Observed Bird Species (Within &/or  Crossing the Site) 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Blackbird Turdus merula 

Blue tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 

Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Coal tit  Periparus ater 

Common gull Larus canus 

Crow Corvus corone 

Dunnock Prunella modularis 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

Great tit  Parus major 

Magpie Pica pica 

Nuthatch Sitta europaea 

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 

Table 3: .ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅΩǎ 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Red admiral Vanessa atalanta 

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 

Meadow brown Maniola jurtina 

Speckled wood Pararge aegeria 

Red admiral Vanessa atalanta 

 
Table 4: Observed Plant Species 

 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Alder Alnus glutinosa 

Apple Malus Sylvestris 
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Ash Fraxinus excelsior 

Annual meadow grass Poa annua 

Autumn hawkbit Scorzoneroides autumnalis 

Beech Fagus sylvatica 

Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus 

Black Medic Medicago lupulina 

Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum 

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus 

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum 

Bristly Oxtongue Helminthotheca echioides 

Broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius 

Broad-leaved willowherb Epilobium montanum 

Buddleia Buddleia Davidii 

Bugle Ajuga reptans 

Butler fern Dryopteris dilatata 

Cherry Prunus ssp. 

Cleavers Galium aparine 

Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata 

Common bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus 

Common centaury Centaurium erythraea 

Common chickweed Stellaria media 

Common couch Elytrigia repens 

Common dandelion Taraxacum officinale 

Common Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica 

Common Fumitory Fumaria officinalis 

Common knapweed Centaurea nigra 

Common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum 

Common Nettle Urtica dioica 

Common Orache Atriplex patula 

Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea 

Common Ramping Fumitory Fumaria muralis 

Common Sedge Carex nigra 

Common sorrel Rumex acetosa 

Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris 

Creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens 

Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense 

Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis 

Dogs Mercury Mercurialis perennis 

Elder Sambucus nigra 

English Oak Quercus robur 

Eyebright Euphrasia officinalis 

Field bindweed Convolvulus arvensis 

Forget me not Myosotis sylvatica 

Germander speedwell Veronica chamaedrys 

Greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa 

Greater plantain Plantago major 

Ground-ivy Glechoma hederacea 

Hart's-tongue Fern Asplenium scolopendrium 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 

Hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium 

Hemp-agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum 

Hedge woundwort Stachys sylvatica 

Henbit dead nettle Lamium amplexicaule 

Herb Robert Geranium robertianium 

Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 

Imperforate St. Johns Wort Hypericum maculatum 

Ivy Hedera helix 

Large Leaved Lime Tilia platyphyllos 

Leser hawkbit Leontodon saxatilis 

Lesser centaury Centaurium pulchellum 

Lesser stitchwort Stellaria graminea 

Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 

Meadow thistle Cirsium dissectum 

Moss (various ssp.) Bryophytes [various ssp.] 

Mugwort Artimesia vulgaris 

Perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne 

Perennial Sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis 

Petty spurge Euphorbia peplus 

Pine Pinus Thumbegii 

Pineapple weed Matricaria discoidea 

Polypody Polypodium vulgare agg. 
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Popular white Populus alba (?) 

Purple Toadflax Linaria purpurea 

Purple-loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 

Red bartsia Odontites verna 

Red clover Trifolium pratense 

Red dead nettle Lamium purpureum 

Red Fescue Festuca rubra 

Redwood Sequoia Sempervirens 

Redshank Persicaria maculosa 

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata 

Rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium 

Rough Hawkbit Leontodon hispidus 

Rough Meadow-grass Poa trivialis 

Scarlet pimpernel Anagallis arvensis 

Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris 

{ƘŜŜǇΩǎ sorrel Rumex acetosella 

Sheep's-fescue Festuca ovina 

Silver Birch Betula pendula 

Sun spurge Euphorbia helioscopia 

Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum 

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 

Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum 

White clover Trifolium repens 

White dead nettle Lamium album 

White poplar Populus alba 

Wood melick Melica uniflora 

Wych elm Ulmus glabra 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium 

Yellow wort Blackstonia perfoliata 

Yew Taxus baccata 

Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus 
 

Table 5: Mammals 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

*Roe deer Capreolus capreolus 

Ψϝ Footprints observed within both soft and hard backed sediments 
 

8.0 OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

Overall, on the basis of the desk study, the Phase 1 Habitat Survey, and the protected species assessment, it is considered that the habitats on 

this site are considered to be of low-moderate ecological value in a regional context as the habitats and species recorded within this site are 

not notable or rare and are present within the wider area. 

9.0 HABITAT DATA BASE SUMMARY 

9.1 Introduction 

Ecological data procured and freely available, revealed records relating to European Protected Species within 1km of the site. The UK 

Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) and Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) did identify species and habitats within close proximity of the site, 

and therefore it may be concluded that there will be no impact of the redevelopment on individuals or populations. 

9.2 Local Wildlife Sites 

There are 8nr local wildlife sites within 1km radius of the site, with the nearest being Pwll Tan-y-bryn (Standing water), which is located within 

the northern section of the site (dry pond area). The other documented nearby wildlife sites within the surrounding area are: 

¶ Abergele Grazing Marsh [candidate site] c.656m north/northeast of the site 

¶ Coed y Geufrn [candidate site] (Coniferous woodland) c.443m southeast of the site 

¶ The Warren [candidate site] ( Calcareous grassland) c. 419m southeast of the site 

¶ Fferam Ffordd Las Back [candidate site] (Calcareous grassland; scrub) c. 680m south of the site 

¶ Ffrodd Lass [candidate site] (Mixed woodland) c. 216m south of the site 

¶ Bryn Plas Uchaf [candidate site] (Calcareous grassland; broadleaved woodland) c. 582m southwest of the site 

¶ St Georges Well (Standing water) c. 627m east of the site 
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It is considered that the scale and type of the development would not have a detrimental effect on these habitats and associated fauna 

present. 

9.3 Habitats on Site 

From a local perspective, with the exception of the adjoining restored ancient woodland and deciduous hedging extending along the southern 

and western site boundaries, the habitats observed at the site have no significant ecological value. This is judged on the basis of how rare the 

habitat type is the species it supports and the ease with which it could be replaced. 

¶ In the context of this site, the maintained species poor lawns within the northern does not have the potent to notable plant species. 

¶ The dense tall ruderal and scrub vegetation covering the southern and southwestern sections of the site are not ecologically rare or 

important. However, they generally have the potential to be utilised by protected and/or notable amphibians and reptiles, as well as 

a variety of mammals, invertebrates, and foraging birds. The close association of dense scrub / tall ruderal vegetation with other 

areas of unkempt land within the surrounding area extenuates the nature conservation value of this habitat type. 

¶ Around the periphery of the site are stands of immature/mature woodland species associated with the adjoining restored ancient 

woodland. All appear to be in generally good condition with minor areas of exhibiting visible evidence of delaminated bark and/or 

cracks or crevices and therefore are capable of supporting roosting bats and/or nesting birds. 

¶ The bare earth / excavated earth and building debris mounds located within the southwestern section of this site do not support any 

floral species of ecological importance. However, such habitats can support populations of some protected or notable species as 

listed above and therefore care must be taken when removing these items. 

 
9.4 Recorded Species within, or within 1km radius of, the site 

 
9.4.1 Amphibians 

The desk study confirms the presence of Common frogs (Rana temporaria) within a 1km radius of the site, The potential for this species to 

exist nearby does exist given the presence of nearby bodies of standing water within the surrounding area. 

There is 1nr record pertaining to the presence of Great crested newts (Triturus cristatus) within a 1km radius of the site. There is a potential for 

this species to be present nearby does exist given the presence of nearby bodies of standing water within the surrounding area. 

 

There are records pertaining to the presence of Smooth newts (Lissotriton vulgaris) within a 1km radius of the site. There is a potential for this 

species to be present nearby does exist given the presence of nearby bodies of standing water within the surrounding area. 

9.4.2 Barn Owl 

There are records pertaining to the presence of Barn owls (Tyto alba) within a 1km radius of the site. Given the presence of mature broad leaf 

species surrounding the study site and taking account of on-site dense tall ruderal and scrub species, the site provided suitable nesting / 

foraging habitats. 

 

9.4.3 Birds (Various) 

Records of a range of bird species were provided by the desk study, including species which are listed on the UK and Local BAtΩǎΦ With the 

exception of trees within the site boundary, the overall habitats within 1km of site centre were observed to be of low-high value to birds. To 

ensure compliance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), vegetation clearance should be undertaken outside the nesting 

bird season. The bird nesting season is weather dependent but generally extends between March and September inclusive. If this is not 

possible then any vegetation that is to be removed or disturbed should be checked by an experienced ecologist for nesting birds immediately 

prior to works commencing. If birds are found to be nesting any works which may affect them would have to be delayed until the young have 

fledged, and the nest has been abandoned naturally. 

In addition, any trees and/or hedges on site, or overhanging the site, which are not to be removed as a part of any proposed works should be 

protected in accordance with British Standard 5837: 2012 "Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction - recommendations". 

Protection should be installed on site prior to the commencement of any works on site. 
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The following are suggestions that will enhance the value of the site for wildlife. 

 
To mitigate against the potential loss of nesting habitats, it is recommended that a small variety of bird boxes be erected on trees in the mixed 

deciduous / evergreen habitats extending around the site boundaries to provide additional nesting opportunities for birds in the local area. It is 

recommended that 5nr each of 2-types of Schwegler tit nest boxes: 1B (26 mm) and 1B (32 mm), and 4nr Schwegler 2H open-fronted boxes, or 

similar, should be erected. Each box should be located out of direct sunlight and close to, but not restricted by, vegetation. 

 

Landscaping could incorporate native or wildlife attracting trees, shrubs, and wildflower areas as these would likely be of benefit to a variety of 

wildlife including, birds, bats, and invertebrates. Trees and shrubs, such as hawthorn, field maple, hazel, cherry plum, guelder rose and 

blackthorn could be planted to encourage movement, enhancing the existing connections associated with the site. 

Avoidance of intrusive management work to trees, shrubs and long vegetation during bird nesting season (March to August inclusive). 

 
9.4.4 Bats 

The desk study identified a number of bat species and roost within 1km radius of the development site including Noctule (Nyctalus noctula), 

Pipistrelle ssp. (Pipistrellus ssp.), with the nearest sighting being within the eastern section of the site. 

The potential for them to exist within or nearby does exist given the presence of mature deciduous trees in the immediate surroundings and 

the presence of the nearby bodies of standing water, which have the potential to provide commuting and foraging habitats and support 

roosting bat species. 

Any trees and/or hedges on site or overhanging the site which are to be removed should be surveyed prior to commencement, the Client is 

advised to survey the trees for evidence of bat roost prior to undertaking these works and undertake both dawn and dusk surveys. Optimum 

conditions for bat surveys are between the months of March and September inclusive. 

The following are suggestions that will enhance the value of the site for wildlife. 

 
To mitigate against the potential loss of on-site habitat, it is recommended that a variety of boxes be erected on trees in the mixed deciduous / 

evergreen trees extending around the site boundaries. 

The Schwegler 2F is the most popular general-purpose box and are understood to have the highest rate of occupation of all box types. 

particularly attractive to the smaller British bats. They are a simple design with a narrow entrance slit on the front and comprise a 75% wood 

sawdust, concrete and clay mixture construction which allows natural respiration, stable temperature, and durability. 

Boxes should be set at least 4.0-5.0m above ground level, away from artificial light sources, and clear of any overhanging branches and/or 

wires. Access holes should be fixed to provide differing aspects to suit different weather conditions. 

In addition to the above, should the proposed incorporate high gable wall, then a Schwegler 1 FR bat tube, or similar, may be incorporated 

within its final design since the bat tube will be concealed within the brick masonry wall, preferably facing the wooded boundaries. 

 

Maintenance and replacement of bird and bat boxes ς bat boxes will need to be checked by a licenced bat worker. 

 
9.4.5 Reptiles 

No reptiles were encountered during the site survey, however; nearby hedgerows and tall ruderal /  scrub habitat, stockpiles of building debris, 

etc on site may provide limited habitat for reptiles to forage, commute, rest and hibernate. 

9.4.6 Badgers 

There are no records pertaining to the presence of ōŀŘƎŜǊǎκǎŜǘǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ a 1km radius of the study site. 

 
Notwithstanding the above, anecdotal evidence obtained from the Client suggest that Badgers are known to frequent the land within the 

surrounding area. Hence all works within the site should adopt good practice measures and ensure that any excavations are covered overnight 

to prevent mammals such as badgers becoming trapped. Where this is not practical a mammal ladder (e.g., wooden plank) should be included 

to allow animals to escape freely. 
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9.4.7 Hedgehog 

There are several records pertaining to the presence of Western European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) within 1km of the site, with the 

nearest being c. 673m west of the site. 

 

The site and boundary margins provided suitable habitat for foraging hedgehogs, although no evidence of hedgehogs was recorded during the 

survey. The tall ruderal species forming the southern and southwestern sections of the site provides suitable cover when foraging and for 

hibernation. 

In addition to the above, the stockpiles of building debris etc. within the western section of the site have the potential, albeit limited, to 

provide suitable refugia for this species group and therefore it is recommended that a watching brief be undertaken when removing such 

features. 

If existing deadwood stumps are to be disturbed, stag beetle loggeries should be incorporated into design plans ideally translocating rotten 

deadwood stumps. Loggeries can be created by partially burying logs (vertically) into the ground. 

Any trenches associated with foundation construction and service installations should not be left open over night. Any trenches that are to 

remain open for long periods of time must have ramps and/or sloping ends installed to allow animals to escape should they fall in. 

9.4.8 Grey Squirrel 

There are no records pertaining to the presence of Grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) within a 1km radius of the site. notwithstanding this, 

given the presence of mature broad leaf species surrounding the study site and taking account of on-site dense tall ruderal and scrub species, 

the site provided suitable nesting /  foraging habitats for this species. 

Given the context of this site and given the presence of similar habitats within the surrounding area, it is concluded that the proposed 

development will have a negative impact on this species. 

9.4.9 Water Vole 

There are no records pertaining to the sighting of Water voles (Arvicola amphibius) within a 1km radius of the site. Notwithstanding this, given 

of an adjoining ephemeral drainage ditch extending along the western site boundary, and given the layout of the proposed development, it is 

concluded that the proposed development will not have a negative impact on this species. 

9.4.10 Non-Native Invasive Plant Species 

At the time of undertaking a site walkover survey, no native and/or non-native plant species were identified within and/or near the site 

boundaries. 

10.0 CONLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

10.1 Conclusions: 

¶ There are sections of the site which are considered as high ecological value, most notably the mature tree boundaries . these 

will be retained in the proposed development. The remainder of the site is considered to be of low ecological value. 

¶ The development of this site will not have a significant detrimental impact on the regional ecology 

¶ Notwithstanding the above, the development should provide an opportunity for ecological enhancement as discussed in 

Section 9.3 hereunder 

10.2 Habitat Loss & Ecological Enhancement Recommendations: 

With regard to NPPF (2023), it is now a requirement for local planning authorities to maintain and enhance, restore, or add to biodiversity. As 

stated within Section 14 of the ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ άDevelopment proposals provide many opportunities for building-ƛƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ώΧϐ ŀǎ 

part of good design. When considering proposals, local planning authorities should maximise such opportunities in and around developments, 

using planning obligations where appropriateέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜ-development of this site and could be achieved by 

incorporating a range of measures, including planting a suitable mix of indigenous flowering / fruit bearing species during landscaping and the 

provision of bird and bat boxes or ridge tiles on any buildings to be constructed. 
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10.3 Post Construction Recommendations: 

Landscape recommendations considered beneficial for local wildlife are as follows: 

 
1) Formal planting in beds around the buildings should also attempt to maximise value for biodiversity through use of wildlife- 

friendly, native, or non-invasive exotic species where possible. Where cultivars of native species are preferred, these 

should be selected specifically based on them having retained their potential to provide resources, such as nectar (double- 

flowered forms often lack nectaries) and overwintering shelter for a range of invertebrates 

2) Any trees considered for the site should be beneficial to wildlife, with approximately 50% of the tree species planted 

bearing fruit  

3) Any climbing plants incorporated to the landscape design should comprise native species which are known to be beneficial 

to wildlife 

4) It is recommended that nesting spaces, i.e., bird boxes, in the form of open fronted boxes, are incorporated in to the 

development. These could be implemented to attract urban birds such as Blue tit (Parus caeruleus) and Robin (Erithacus 

rubecula) etc. 

5) Bird tables could be located in rear landscaped areas or attached to the outside of buildings. Feeding stations should be 

located close to shrubs to provide cover for foraging birds 

6) Bats boxes to be erected within trees and if possible incorporated within the building design 

7) No peat-based compost to be used during landscaping 

8) Although hard landscaping does not offer any provisions for wildlife, physical features can reduce the potential impacts on 

wildlife. Considerations for this site should include the provision for species such as badgers, reptiles, and hedgehogs to 

move unhindered through the site. This can be achieved by having periodic low kerbing and avoidance of any formal 

sunken areas where small animals may become trapped. 

For a comprehensive list of plant species ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎŜŜ ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ όнллтύΣ tƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

England (2008) Gardening with Wildlife ƛƴ aƛƴŘΩ 
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Habitats Directive: 

¶ https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive_en 

¶ Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981: 

¶ Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006: 

 
Birds Directive: 

¶ Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds 

 
Standard Notes and Limitations of Survey 

These Notes and Limitations cover ecological work undertaken by CCG. They are additional and complimentary to CCG Standard Terms and 

Conditions and should be read in association with them. 

 

¶ CCG staff have endeavoured to identify the presence of protected species wherever possible on site, where this falls within 

the agreed scope of works. 

¶ Up to date standard methodologies have been used, which are accepted by English Nature and other statutory 

conservation bodies. No responsibility will be accepted where these methodologies fail to identify all species on site. CCG 

cannot take responsibility where Government, national bodies or industry subsequently modify standards. 

¶ The results of the survey and assessment work undertaken by CCG are representative at the time of surveying. 

¶ CCG have advised on the optimum survey season for a particular habitat/species prior to undertaking the survey work. 

However, CCG cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of surveys undertaken outside this period. 

¶ CCG cannot accept responsibility for data collected from third parties. 

 

THIS SURVEY IS VALID FOR UP TO 1 YEAR 

AFTER THIS PERIOD RE-SURVEYS ARE RECOMMENDED 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive_en
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